Report on WILPF participation in the Global Network Against Weapons and Nuclear Power in Space (GN) annual meeting in Darmstadt, Germany,
Submitted by Linda Richards and Carol Urner, US Section DISARM, Dismantle the War Economy Committee.

GN represents over 140 organizations working to end militarism in space and working for nuclear abolition. 50 people came to Darmstadt, Germany to represent their groups and WILPF had at least 8 members attend from Germany, Norway, Britain and the USA. 

The meeting included two strategic protests. The first was on Friday morning at the European Space Command in protest of the militarization of the Galileo Project. It is supposed to be a civilian project in space. However, it  has been influenced by the US space domination model to increasingly militarize. We leafleted on the topic of the militarization as workers entered the facility. 
On Saturday morning we protested at the radomes (golf ball shaped domes collecting information from spy satellites) at a US military base in Darmstadt. It was brought to our attention that 72 US military bases are left in Germany. Over sixty years after defeat of the Nazis Germany continues to be occupied by the US. We leafleted to passersby and at a nearby shopping center to raise awareness of the radomes which serve to intertwine the space communications systems for warfare and for civilian surveillance without much public awareness. 

Our meetings on Saturday and Sunday included information and strategy planning for the coming year. Information included the placement of bases destabilizing Russia in Poland and central Europe, and reports from India and Australia on progress and obstacles. Strategies were brainstormed and recommended to the leadership of GN and included nonviolence trainings with talking points in preparation for regional actions at space warfare hubs all over the globe, weapons in space educational tools, creating outreach and dialogue with scientists and young people, and ways to connect more fully with allies and the anti-base movement. Planning focused as well on Keep Space For Peace Week in October and the next annual meeting. It was decided that it will be held in April 2008 at Strategic Air Command in Omaha Nebraska, which is the headquarters for space warfare. A major military-corporate space “arms trade” fair will occur at the same time in Omaha. 
Carol Urner of US WILPF DISARM committee distributed draft copies of the report on Keep Space for Peace Week events in 2006.  WILPF plans to deliver the reports to UN offices in Vienna overseeing the space treaties (UNOOSA and UNCOPUOS). WILPF has already sent brief reports to the NGO (World Space Week Association) coordinating UN sponsored World Space Week. Aerospace corporations involved in space militarization support the UN week devoted to celebrating the peaceful uses of space.
WILPF members attending included Regina Hagen (German Section and chief organizer of the conference), Edel Beukes (Norwegian Section and co-convener of the WILPF international Environment Working Group), Helen Johns (British Section and anti-foreign military bases activist), Carol Urner (USA Section and co-convener of the WILPF International Peace and Security Working Group), Mary Beth Sullivan (USA Section and GN Administrative Assistant) and Linda Richards (USA Section DISARM! Dismantle the War Economy Committee). (note from Carol: Apologies. I’ve misplaced my list with names of other British and Norwegian attendees and may also have missed others who are also WILPF members.)
