Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom

International Executive Committee

Avery Hill, Great Britain, August 12, 2006

Resolution on Preventing an Arms Race in Outer Space
Recalling our numerous resolutions and policy statements on the urgent need for nuclear and general disarmament and our ongoing protests against U.S. proposals for a “Star Wars” system, or any space based weapons system, intended to make nuclear disarmament unnecessary and nuclear weapons more usable; 

Repeating the strong call by our IEC in 2000 for the US Clinton Administration to end the resurgence of that same Star Wars project in the guise of “Missile Defense,” and for all nations especially Norway, Great Britain and Australia to cease cooperation with all aspects of this project;

Outraged that the present US Bush Administration is aggressively developing a dangerous space domination program including the deployment of an unworkable “Missile Defense” system and the funding of research and development of space weapons in preparation for fighting wars in, as well as from, space;

Deploring that the US is expected to spend 800 billion dollars on “missile defense” systems by 2015 and 1.2 trillion by 2035, all of which would be better spent on human and environmental needs4;

Dismayed that the governments of Norway, Australia, Japan, Canada, Britain and others, continue to cooperate with aspects of this new Star Wars project, despite the strong opposition of their own citizens;

Appalled by the pressurization tactics being used by the US to push states to cooperate in this scheme, including making conditional the compensation owed for nuclear testing damages to the Marshallese upon their acceptance of the continued use of Kwajalein as a target for missiles and missile defense;

The 2006 WILPF International Executive Committee:
Demands that the United States stop blocking the negotiation of a treaty for the Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer Space, and cease all research and development of the so called “Missile Defense,” as well as of weapons and nuclear power in space;

Calls on all Member States to the 1967 treaty on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space to heed the recommendation of the Weapons of Mass Destruction Commission and hold a Review Conference on the 40th anniversary of the treaty to consider a new or enhanced treaty on the prevention of an arms race in outer space and the banning of weapons and nuclear power there;

Calls on all Sections of WILPF to organize events during such a Review Conference, either at home or at the Conference, in order to raise awareness of the need to keep space for peace; 

Authorizes Reaching Critical Will, if resources can be found, to do research and prepare documentation for a publication that can be useful in the preparations for such a Review Conference, and for laying the groundwork for negotiation of a Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer Space (PAROS) treaty or protocol to the Outer Space Treaty;

Calls on all Sections of the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom to organize events during Keep Space for Peace Week, co-sponsored by WILPF and the Global Network Against Weapons and Nuclear Power in Space October 1 to 8, 2006;

Urges Sections and Branches to utilize the resources provided by WILPF Reaching Critical Will and to report all activities, however small, to RCW so that reports may be passed on to those United Nations organizations (UNOOSA and the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space) responsible for overseeing the 1967 treaty on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space for the Benefit of All Humankind;

Further Urges all WILPF Sections and Branches to insist their foreign ministries support or initiate resolutions in the UN General Assembly, and other multilateral fora, that would further efforts to keep space for peace.

