[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]


  
Reports from the 

Militarization of Space Workshop 

at the Stop the Merchants of Death  

National Networking Conference, September 27 – October 2, 2006
The Networking Conference was facilitated by War Resisters League (WRL) and co-sponsored by Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF).  Representatives and members from 37 organizations were present.

In the Space for Peace workshop  presenters were MacGregor Eddy of the WILPF DISARM! Dismantle the War Economy Leadership Team, and Loring Wirbel, author of  Star Wars: U.S. Tools of Space Supremacy. Loring is also on the Board of Global Network Against Weapons and Nuclear Power in Space, and MacGregor is on the Global Network Advisory Committee.
Militarization of Space Workshop: Final Summary
· Participants agreed #1 issue on every agenda should be education, education, EDUCATION. Most peace activists are still largely unaware of peace-in-space and ballistic missile defense issues. Many who are aware identify it largely with effort to weaponize space, where more important issue is using existing military space networks in unilateral, aggressive ways. (Note: Publicity given to revised Presidential Space Policy can help realize this goal.) 

· Need for database for space contractors and programs is essential. This discussion was combined with one in the Resources working group. Opportunities exist for merging Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF) print and Web resources with the CorpWatch “Wiki-like” evolving encyclopedia of corporate contractors. 

· How can regional activists increase collaboration? Have certain forms of CD or bannering become obsolete? New collaborative efforts are under way among groups working on Strategic Command (Omaha), AF Space Command (Colorado), and Joint Space Operations Center (Vandenberg). Many participants say that residents near major military bases who participated in the thousands in late 1980s and early 1990s appear to stay away for reasons of fear. Education can highlight the intersection between “usable” nuclear weapons and precision conventional weapons; but only bold, public efforts to “give voice to the silent” can shake people out of their post-9/11 fear. 

· Some discussion was undertaken on “turning the Washington DC NGOs around” – getting Beltway groups to look beyond UN disarmament initiatives to discussing unilateralism openly. Union of Concerned Scientists is useful here, at a position almost akin to Global Network. Center for Defense Information, particularly since the publication of the Space Policy, is getting better, talking openly on the problems of unilateralism. Other groups like Henry Stimson Center have a long way to go. Should activists denounce arms-control centrists (shades of SALT-II!), or try to bring them along? 

· Numbers have seemed down and somewhat dispirited for the October 2006 Keep Space for Peace Week activities. Can new efforts to revitalize energy change things? Are new types of activities, new focus on corporate enablers necessary? 

Submitted October 1, 2006 by Loring Wirbel for the Space for Peace group
Summaries of the two workshops Sept 30 and Oct 1: 

The two summaries below of the Saturday and Sunday workshops provide additional details that can be useful to those concentrating on supporting and 1967 Outer Space Treaty and expanding it in new protocols or treaties on Banning Space Weapons and Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer Space

Peace in Space Part 1 
Most of Part 1 of the Peace in Space workshop was informational, to give participants grounding in the basic issues. The format was very interactive, with participants regularly diving deeper for clarification on certain issues of technical capabilities or government and corporate doctrine. MacGregor provided a tutorial on missile-defense and on waging more effective war from space, and emphasized the locations such as Kwajalein and Diego Garcia, where indigenous struggles have a direct bearing on the status of U.S. space bases. Loring provided an overview of the new "virtual" (outsourced) corporation, and how the corporate infrastructure of the 21st century affects both the traditional military-contractor "metal-benders" as well as the new breed of engineering think-tank. Loring provided lists of key contractors involved in larger space intelligence and first-strike warfare projects.

We identified two types of goals: those the peace-in-space movement should maintain internally for better organization, and those to set as national policy goals which peace activists can seek to influence. In the former category, short-term goals involved continuing decentralization and regionalized autonomy along the lines of the Global Network model, since the Washington-directed peace group model does not work well with peace-in-space issues. Over the longer term, Carol Urner is very anxious to see many in the movement participate in building up a database of corporations and the major programs they are involved with, a process that is growing more difficult as simple lists of prime contractors and subcontractors are replaced with long chains of outsourced military contracts.

For national policy, we encouraged a short-term goal of seeking a ban on weapons in space, and the Sunday meeting will discuss various ways in which we can work on UN programs in this field. In the mid-term, peace activists can push for a more honest and explicit discussion of the role of U.S. unilateralism, a subject some of those interested in space issues have tried at times to avoid. Over the long term, this type of discussion could lead to international "rules of the road" for how nations may use near-Earth orbital space -- provided, of course, that the U.S. would actually be willing to comply with the rules it demands other nations follow.

Loring Wirbel
reporting for Peace in Space group

Peace in Space Sunday Session 

The Peace in Space workshop attendees agreed the number one intra-movement goal is education, education, EDUCATION! Far too many peace activists, even those well acquainted with the nuclear industry, equate space-based war fighting with the issue of banning weapons in space. While it is useful to participate in diplomatic efforts, the vast majority of activists do not understand how first-strike tactical war in particular regions of the world is enabled by new space tools.

One of the keys for education is unifying all the sources of information on corporate involvement in specific military programs, specific bases, etc. (This is obviously of interest to groups well outside the peace in space community.) Sources exist at WILPF, FAS, Government Accountability Project, World Policy Institute, globalsecurity.org, Center for Defense Information, Global Network, but they must be synthesized and constantly updated. Carol Urner's work at WILPF can be seen as a template for a universal web-based model. Jack Cohen-Joppa of Nuclear Resister said that community awareness must extend beyond the major contractor in a city - in Tucson, most attention is given to Raytheon, even though there are many small optical-based military contractors working in space.

For specific goals outside the peace community, the group was comfortable in providing support to efforts within the US government, and efforts within the UN, for banning weapons in space. However, this should be seen as only a small first step. Bringing regional peace groups to a greater awareness of the use of military space for global dominance, and getting Washington-based peace think tanks to address the issue of unilateralism more openly, is a more important goal.

Frank Cordaro of Des Moines Catholic Worker and MacGregor Eddy of WILPF specifically talked about the problem of fear among former activists, even those willing to challenge the nuclear industry in the 1980s. Residents near Offutt and Vandenburg seem to relish staying ignorant, and often special strategies must be developed to bring in, not just members of the community at large, but old activist friends who have lost their way.

"Maybe the real answer is to make new friends if the old friends no longer care," Cordaro said.

Loring Wirbel
(Pictures courtesy of Global Network Against Weapons and Nuclear Power in Space)
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