WILPF national postcard action in support of Keep Space for Peace Week
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WILPF Make Peace a Reality

WRITE NOW

         POSTCARD ACTION

PLEASE RETURN POSTCARDS BY November 1
PURPOSE:  Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom calls for co-operation in the scientific and legal aspects of space exploration and use, and declares that such exploration and use should be "for the benefit of all peoples, irrespective of the degree of their economic or scientific development. Therefore, WILPF is mobilizing Congress to pass the Space Preservation Act.

ACTION: Write your House Representative to enact H.R. 2420, Space Preservation Act, to preserve the cooperative, peaceful uses of space for the benefit of all humankind by prohibiting the basing of weapons in space and the use of weapons to destroy or damage objects in space that are in orbit, and for other purposes. Ask them to co-sponsor this bill to bring it to the floor. 
BACKGROUND: Representative Dennis Kucinich introduced H.R. 2420 to Congress 5/18/05.  Presently, 34 House Representatives are co-sponsoring.  

HOUSE RESOLUTION 2420 WILL:

· Reaffirm the policy expressed in section 102(a) of the National Aeronautics and Space Act of 1958 (42 U.S.C. 2451(a)), stating that it `is the policy of the United States that activities in space should be devoted to peaceful purposes for the benefit of all mankind.

· Implement a ban on space-based weapons of the United States and the use of weapons of the United States to destroy or damage objects in space that are in orbit.

· Immediately order the termination of research and development, testing, manufacturing, production, and deployment of all space-based weapons of the United States.

· Direct the United States representatives to the United Nations and other international organizations to immediately work toward negotiating, adopting, and implementing an international treaty banning space-based weapons and the use of weapons to destroy or damage objects in space that are in orbit.  
· Submit to Congress not later than 90 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, and every 6 months thereafter, a report on (1) the implementation of the ban on space-based weapons and the use of weapons to destroy or damage objects in space that are in orbit required; and (2) progress toward negotiating, adopting, and implementing an international treaty banning space-based weapons.

· STATUS OF H.R. 2420: Space Preservation Act of 2005 was introduced May 18, 2005, 109th Congress, 1st Session, with 34 co-sponsors (see accompanying list). The bill was referred to committee and no further action ensued. 

If your Representative is listed below: Express your appreciation for her/his support of H.R. 2420 and ask that s/he take leadership over gaining wider support in the Congress.  

If your Representative is not listed below: Ask her/him to co-sponsor the resolution as soon as possible.  House members can add their names and become co-sponsors at any time.  Tell why it’s important to you and the people of her/his district that s/he support it. 

CO-SPONSORS Rep Abercrombie, Neil [HI-1] -Rep Baldwin, Tammy [WI-2] -Rep Brown, Sherrod [OH-13] -Rep Conyers, John, Jr. [MI-14] -Rep Davis, Danny K. [IL-7] -Rep Fattah, Chaka [PA-2] -Rep Filner, Bob [CA-51] -Rep Frank, Barney [MA-4] -Rep Grijalva, Raul M. [AZ-7] -Rep Hinchey, Maurice D. [NY-22] -Rep Holt, Rush D. [NJ-12] -Rep Honda, Michael M. [CA-15] -Rep Jackson, Jesse L., Jr. [IL-2] -Rep Lee, Barbara [CA-9] -Rep Maloney, Carolyn B. [NY-14] -Rep McDermott, Jim [WA-7] -Rep McGovern, James P. [MA-3] -Rep McKinney, Cynthia A. [GA-4] -Rep Meeks, Gregory W. [NY-6] -Rep Michaud, Michael H. [ME-2] -Rep Miller, George [CA-7] -Rep Moore, Gwen [WI-4] -Rep Nadler, Jerrold [NY-8] -Rep Owens, Major R. [NY-11] -Rep Rahall, Nick J., II [WV-3] -Rep Sanders, Bernard [VT] -Rep Serrano, Jose E. [NY-16] -Rep Stark, Fortney Pete [CA-13] -Rep Tierney, John F. [MA-6] -Rep Towns, Edolphus [NY-10] -Rep Velazquez, Nydia M. [NY-12] -Rep Waters, Maxine [CA-35] -Rep Watson, Diane E. [CA-33] -Rep Woolsey, Lynn C. [CA-6] 
FOLLOW-UP RESEARCH AND ACTION:

For questions, email kzaidan@wilpf.org or write or call the national office.  For more information on the resolution visit http://thomas.loc.gov/.  To research whether or not your representative is a member of a Committee, access Thomas, start on the Home Page and click on House Committees.   From that page click on Membership Roster. 
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