WOMEN’S INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE 

FOR PEACE AND FREEDOM 

REPORT TO WORLD PEACE WEEK ASSOCIATION ON EVENTS DURING 2006 UN WORLD SPACE WEEK and KEEP SPACE FOR PEACE WEEK
BACKGROUND ON  WOMEN’S INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE FOR PEACE AND FREEDOM (WILPF): WILPF  has worked to put an end to war since 1915. WILPF Sections in 37 countries actively support the human rights and disarmament treaty process at the United Nations.  WILPF strongly supports the 1967 Outer Space Treaty. WILPF also encourages negotiation of a protocol to that treaty which would ban weapons in space, as suggested by Dr. Hans Blix and the WMD Commission.  At the UN in Geneva and New York WILPF actively promotes negotiation of a new treaty on Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer Space.  
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Giant missile brought by Peace Action to  protest the new “Star Wars”
at Vandenberg Air Force Base, California

Since 2000, during the period of UN World Space Week, WILPF has joined Global Network Against Weapons and Nuclear Power in Space in a series of U.S. events decrying the arming of the heavens and calling for peace in space.  For a week and two weekends organizations show films, hold forums, go into class rooms, vigil, sing, do street theater, leaflet and demonstrate at military bases and aerospace corporations involved in the militarization of space.  In 2004, 2005 and 2006 WILPF has co-sponsored Keep Space for Peace Week internationally with Global Network. In 2006 WILPF members participated in events in India, Canada, Germany, Britain, Australia, and Norway as well as across  the USA.  
Here follow brief reports on some of the events held from October 1 until October 8, 2006 and sponsored or co-sponsored by WILPF Branches in the USA:
· Ashland , Oregon WILPF tabled at a popular Amy Goodman event and collected post cards urging their Congressman to support H R 2040 banning weapons in space. 
· In New York leafleting  on keeping space for peace.
· In Beaverton , and Portland Oregon  Holly Gwinn Graham sang her heart out in community gatherings, with songs decrying war in space.  
· In Cambridge Massachusetts WILPF co-sponsored a public forum with a video outlining U.S. plans for space domination.
· In Edina , Minnesota WILPF members from four Branches joined demonstrators from around the nation at Alliant Tech, a major missile defense and nuclear weapons contractor.  
· Near Lompoc, California WILPF co-sponsored a demonstration with Global Network at Vandenberg Air Force Base, protesting missile defense and the use of space to wage pre-emptive wars.  A group of Japanese atomic bomb survivors participated in the event.
· In Minneapolis, Minnesota  the WILPF Branch held an open meeting on space for peace issues.

· In St Paul WILPF members led a workshop on the militarization of space at the national Stop the Merchants of Death networking conference.  A power point, as well as  a video WILPF and GN have produced on A Space for Peace, are available  to schools and organizations across the country.

· In Portland, Oregon and Sacramento , California members vigiled and leafleted in their communities. 
· Portland Oregon WILPF also visited their Congressional delegation in support of H R 2040  calling for a ban on weapons in space.  They brought their materials and message into University classrooms and spoke and marched in a downtown rally with a lively drum corp.
· In Tucson , Arizona on October 6 WILPF members held a vegetarian potluck.  Raging Grannies (the same women who have appeared on the nationally televised Today show) sang their songs calling for peace in space, followed by a video and open discussion on the U.S. Space Command. 
· US WILPF, from the Philadelphia, Pennsylvania office  conducted a national post card campaign urging U.S. Representatives to co-sponsor H R 2420 banning weapons in space. 

WILPF also promoted Space for Peace events internationally, along with Global Network Against Weapons and Nuclear Power in Space. 
In London the WILPF International Executive Committee issued a policy resolution calling for an end to missile defense and weaponization of space.  The resolution also encouraged participation in Keep Space for Peace events October 2 to 7 and reporting of those events to UNOOSA and UNCOPUOS.  WILPF members participated in events in Germany, Britain, Norway, India and the USA.
In Norway members of the WILPF Section  issued a press release and delivered a letter to Norwegian officials demanding their active participation in demilitarizing space and ensuring that radar "Globus 2" in Vardø does not become a part of US super power plans They also vigilled at the US Embassy and delivered a letter to the Ambassador  calling for an end to U.S. space militarization.
WILPF Reaching Critical Will staff based at the UN in New York provided extensive resources on PAROS at http://www.reachingcriticalwill.org/legal/paros/parosindex.html The Reaching Critical Will analysis of the status of negotiations on a PAROS treaty is as follows:
PAROS was a key topic of debate at the 61st session (October 2006) of the General Assembly First Committee. Many states urged the reestablishment of the CD Ad Hoc Committee, hoping to reinvigorate debate on the adoption of a legally binding document relating to the weaponization of outer space. Two draft resolutions regarding PAROS were presented and adopted at this session: the annual PAROS resolution, A/RES/61/58, and a Russian initiative, "Measures to promote transparency and confidence-building in outer space activities," A/RES/61/75. Many Member States believe that the annual presentation of the PAROS resolution in the First Committee and the almost universal endorsement of its principles have given these objectives the status of customary law.

However, there are two states that seem unwilling to cooperate with the international community on the issue of PAROS. The United States and Israel have consistently abstained during voting on the PAROS draft resolutions in First Committee. In 2005, the US hardened its position, voting "no" for the first time. The US argues that the existing multilateral arms control regime is sufficient, and that there is no need to address a non existent threat. The US said in the Conference on Disarmament on June 13, 2006, "there is no - repeat, no- problem in outer space for arms control to solve."

The United States sent a State Department official to the CD to make its most overt defense of its right to develop space weapons to date. "The high value of space systems has led the United States to study the potential of space-related weapons to protect our satellites from potential future attacks, whether from the surface or from other spacecraft. As long as the potential for such attacks remains, our Government will continue to consider the possible role that space-related weapons may play in protecting our assets." The US maintained its rejection of the negotiation of PAROS treaty at the 2006 First Committee session.

· submitted March 15, 2007 by Carol Urner, co-chair of the international WILPF Disarmament and Demilitarization Working Group and of the U.S. WILPF DISARM! Dismantle the War Economy Committee ( www.disarm.wilpf.org )

· on behalf of U.S. Section. Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, 1213 Race Street, Philadelphia, P19107.  (  www.wilpf.org )

� EMBED MSPhotoEd.3  ���








_1235399737.bin

