PRESS RELEASE June 23, 2009

Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom Burlington, Vermont Branch

The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom in Burlington is pleased to announce that the Vermont House of Representatives has passed a resolution in special session designating August 6, 2009 as Nuclear Disarmament Day.

Representatives Wizowaty of Burlington, Botzow of Pownal, Deen of Westminister, Donovan of Burlington, Masland of Thetford, Minter of Waterbury, Pellett of Chester, Ram of Burlington, Shand of Weathersfield, Sharpe of Bristol, Spengler of Colchester, Stevens of Waterbury and Weston of Burlington offered the resolution which passed on June 2.

The reasons given for the designation of Nuclear Disarmament Day are 1) that 64 years have passed since the United States dropped the first atomic bomb on the civilian population of Hiroshima, Japan on August 6, 1945 resulting in 100,00 deaths; 2) that in 1996 the International Court of Justice concluded “that the threat or use of nuclear weapons would generally be contrary to the rules of international law applicable in armed conflict” and that “ there exists an obligation to pursue in good faith and bring to a conclusion negotiations leading to nuclear disarmament in all its aspects under strict and effective international control”; 3) the United States has an unfulfilled obligation under Article VI of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons to conduct negotiations on nuclear disarmament in good faith; 4) our nation currently has a President who has stated that as the only country ever to have used a nuclear weapon, the United States has a moral responsibility to lead us to a world without nuclear weapons;  5) communities around the world will observe August 6, 2009, as an opportunity to reflect upon the consequences of using nuclear weapons and to press for their elimination.

 Plans are in progress for the observation of Nuclear Disarmament Day in Burlington. Jody Williams, the Vermont born teacher and aid worker, who received the 1997 Nobel Peace Prize jointly with the campaign she worked for, The International Campaign to Ban Landmines (ICBL), will give the key note speech at a noon rally at City Hall, Burlington.
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